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Introduction

Hal | o viRtONGR ST 5353 4809, altitude 130m aOD, has a current surveyed
length, 304m with a vertical range, c.25m. The cave is located in the wooded hillside
to the north-east of Wookey Hole Cave. Excavation of the cave was commenced in
1982, by the end of the 1980s interest at the site had waned. Then, in the early
1990s activity in the cave re-commenced, it was during these excavations that the
dig on the north-east side of the entrance was started. Interest, once again, waned
as the participants moved onto pastures new. In 2009, the current phase of activity
was started, the work concentrated on extending the cave to the north-east side of
the entrance.

The cave consists mostly of low bedding, partially filled with sandy silt with cobbles
and boulders of dolomitic conglomerate and frequent fragmented calcite
speleothems. The low bedding occasionally has intersected several rifts. Most of the
low bedding passages have been excavated. In 2018, progress along the bedding
accelerated and following several minor breakthroughs, An Unexpected
Development was entered in August, it Is ¢.80m long and contains an abundance of
shattered speleothems and interesting geo-morphological features.



The entrance
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At the bottom of the climb,
passages lead to the south
-Ih e d e S C e n t west and to the nortbast. The

main cave passages are to the
northeast.




A climb down the pot leads to
. . an excavated chamber and
Brldglng over the pOt, access to Toil and Trouble,
leading to T Junction and
Trick or Treat beyond.
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down the slippery

At the bottom of the slippery slope, the
Tuck Shop. A low arch on the right leadS
into Another Emotional Journey and the
low bedding approach to An Unexpected
Development.

There is an alternative (and easier) route |
leading to T Junction and Trick or Treat
from here.




Then theredos some <cCcr ayv




plenty of crawling




Along the route to Broken S
an abundance of fractured f




A small rift chamber is entered before climbing
last bit of crawling leading to An Unexpected D
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Approaching the breakthrough, fractured flowst
the predominate fill in the passage.




LOGEXTRACT™ August 2018. An unexpecteddevelopmentWith JonathonDuncanTav,Brockersnd Alex

Thefirst task of the day wasto setup a drag tray to makethe digging in the low bedding a bit easier Thatdone,| wentinto the

bedding and filled the skip,Jonhauledthe full skip backto the rift chamberand bagged the contentsthe bags thensenton their
way to be stashedn the entrance Thespoil mostlycomprisedvariable sizedlumpsand slabsof degraded and fractured calcite
flowstonepccasionallysomefiner sedimentProgressalong the low bedding wasrapid and it w a s todldng before | wasable to

gain accesgo the roomierchamberon the soutkside A quickscanof the chambersomegardeningto makeit more comfortable,
then,at the baseof a marHilled fissurea smallgap wasnoticed beyondwhicha mudcoveredfloor couldbe seeno T h leasbeen
an unexpectedd e v e | o Ipcatledidcioto Jon,whofollowed methroughinto the chamber]ater Duncanoinedus | pulled some
rocksfrom the smallgap and soonit wasjustbig enoughto wriggle throughon my back kickingfiner sedimenthead of me | was
gobsmackedy what| saw,a roomychambemwith somevery fine formationsat the end, an openingto a continuatiorthe air was
cool Jonand Duncarfollowed me through,Duncarthenwent back to get the others While we were waiting the accesgoint was
enlarged

Theteamassembledn the chambertherewasexcitementJonled onthroughthe windowinto the spacebeyond,takingcare to avoid
a rather fine, but vulnerable stalactite | followed Jonand was surprisedio see himstandingup,0 g at a d dhe said He was
standingon the edge of a rift ¢.15-20m deep. Everyonecamethroughand it was an exhilaratingexperienceafter all theseyears
Tavtentativelydescendedhe slopewith Alex but they decideda handlinewas requiredand camebackup, Brockersventback to
get a rope. Meanwhile] partly descendedo the slopeand dug my way into an annexchambera continuatiorf the mainrift. |
returnedto find the handlinewasin place and climbeddownto a jammedrockpart way downtherift, fromthe bouldera cleardrop
to thefloor below It wasdecidedthat we shouldreturnwith boltsand ladderssothat a safe descento the bottomcouldbe made A
traverseacrosgherift and scanwith a torchrevealedwhatlooksto be a continuationput that will be confirmedater in the week
We exited the caveto clearthe bagsfromtheentranceperhapsfor thelasttime!



Beyond the breakthrough point there are fine,
formations.




A variety of speleothem types: drapery, straws,
stalagmites, etc. in a range of colours.




The Rift, An Unexpected Devel

First descent™August 2018
Photographs by Roz Simmonds




